YEAR 7 SUMMER EXAMINATIONS 

GRAMMAR REVISION TOPICS 

You already have notes on these topics in your exercise books and can also find more information in your TRICOLORE.  Below is a list of the grammar topics we have covered and the relevant page numbers to help you.

NOUNS -   French nouns have genders: masculine and feminine

Masculine nouns begin with ‘le’ and feminine with ‘la’

Where a noun begins with a vowel or ‘h’ you drop the ‘e’ or ‘a’ from le or la --- l’   e.g. l’arbre

See page 15   le – un – il    

the   a/one   he/it

                      La   une  elle 

the    a/one  she/it

Making nouns plural (more than one object). As in English, mainly add ‘s’ 

Le sac    les sacs 

un sac

des sacs

La table  les tables

une table

des tables

There are some exceptions to this see page 40 in TRICOLORE. 

Le cheval

les chevaux

ADJECTIVES – DESCRIBING WORDS

Adjectives agree with the noun they are describing and mainly come after the noun in French, unlike in English.

Le sac noir

les sacs noirs

La table noire
les tables noires 

See pages 19, 23,40 and 57.

VERBS

‘Doing words’ or actions.

Infinitives:  This is the part of the verb we find in the dictionary and means to do something e.g.  

visiter – to visit  

finir – to finish  

vendre -to sell

There are 3 groups of French verbs ending in ‘er’ ir’ or‘re’

These verbs will follow a particular pattern so once you have learnt one you have learnt them all. Unfortunately there are a few rebel verbs –known as ‘irregular verbs’ – they just like to be different and are best learnt as you meet them. You can find a list of the ones we have met so far later in these notes. 

We have met the ‘er’ group so far – if a verb has ‘er’ on the end, it is in the infinitive or dictionary form-  it has not been set in time or by a person – think about infinity – it goes on and on – a bit like me!!

How do we set a time on verbs - there are 3 tenses or time zones, and we have studied verbs in the PRESENT tense/time zone.

In English we can describe something we do in this time zone 

For example: I watch 

e.g.  I watch The Simpsons every night.

I am watching   - imagine your mum is shouting – your tea is ready… – What are you doing?    I am watching telly mum ….

I do watch  - eg. Do you watch The Simpsons? 

Yes I do watch the Simpsons every night before tea.

In French there is only one way - literally ‘I watch’  - Je regarde

Different people can be doing the verb ;

JE 

I


NOUS

WE

TU

YOU 

VOUS

YOU  

IL/ELLE    HE /SHE/IT
ILS/ELLES
 THEY

Whenever you learn a verb it will always be in this order.

N.B.  YOU:  French has 2 words for you  - TU for friends and family and VOUS for people older than yourself/ people you do not know so well and adults in general. Remember tu is always one person or singular but vous can be both and tu + tu  =  vous.

Verbs in French have different endings for each person doing the action; the pattern for ‘er’ verbs is;

REGARDER : TO WATCH  

TAKE OFF THE ‘ER’ AND YOU ARE LEFT WITH A STEM     regard  -  TO WHICH YOU ADD ENDINGS 

Je regardE


Nous regardONS

Tu regardES

Vous regardEZ

Il regardE


Ils regardENT  

The endings for ‘ il’ and ‘elle’ are always the same

More help on pages 29 and 36 

IRREGULAR VERBS

ALLER:  TO GO

Je  vais

nous allons
very useful for directions

Tu vas

vous allez

going places pg 49 

Il/elle va

ils/elles vont

AVOIR  -  TO HAVE

J’ai

nous avons

Tu as

vous avez

Il/elle
ils/elles ont

I have

we have

You have

you have

He/she/it has
they have 

This verb is used to say what we own/ have

 e.g. I have a black car   J’ai une voiture noire 

I have two sisters – J’ai deux soeurs

But remember - when do we use this verb in a special way?

When we are talking about ‘age’   

e.g.  Ma soeur a 12 ans    My sister is 12

ÊTRE   TO BE

Je suis

nous sommes

Tu es


vous êtes

Il/elle est

ils/elles sont

I am


we are

You are

you are

He/she/it is
they are

Faire –TO DO/ MAKE

Je fais

nous faisons

Tu fais

vous faites

Il/elle fait

ils font

We have met this verb when we are talking about our hobbies eg.  Je fais les sports / l’equitation/ la natation- 

J’aime faire du ski     

But also like ‘avoir ‘it has a special use when describing weather     - il fait froid -  it’s cold-  see page 31 for weather expressions.

MAKING NEGATIVES 

Saying you don’t 

In French you need to put two words around the verb /doing word to make a negative: ne…pas

Je ne regarde pas The Simpsons

Je n’aime pas The Simpsons 

You can imagine that the verb is your ham or cheese and the ‘ne’ and ‘pas’ are the slices of bread. Later on, when we know more French, we can add lettuce, tomato and mayonnaise to our sandwich, but never forget the bread, or you will end up in a big mess!

POSSESSION

In French you have to literally say the   something of somebody you cannot use the apostrophe  e.g.  my sister’s car  - la voiture de ma soeur

When using mine /yours – remember you are describing or telling someone more about that noun e.g. the car – my car so like all other adjectives the ‘my’ needs to agree.

Le sac  mon sac

La voiture  ma voiture

Les sacs  mes sacs

Les voitures  mes voitures    

See pages 12 58/59, 63

REMEMBER 

à + le    = au

Je vais au parc – I am going to the park

à +la  stays  the same

Je vais à la gare  I am going to the station

à + l’  stays the same

Nous allons  à l’école

à + les   becomes AUX

Il va aux magasins – he is going to the shops

See p51

